
TOBACCO: Smokers stocking up
before $6.40-a-carton tax increase

Youths find The Spot to turn pain into poetry
A UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE

The weekly sessions in
downtown Denver provide a
therapeutic outlet to voice
experiences in an artistic way.

Hours earlier, one man had
tried to buy 15 cartons of Gold
Coasts. The store limit is five,
she informed him, and she only
had two, which he took.
“I told him I’d be more than

happy to sell him five more to-
morrow,” she said. “He said
he’d be back.”
Colorado now charges the

lowest total taxes per pack, 20
cents, of any state. But last
month, voters overwhelmingly
approved a constitutional
amendment raising the excise
tax by 64 cents a pack, $6.40 a
carton.
The amendment also doubles

the tax oncigars, chewing tobac-
co and other tobacco products
to 40 percent of themanufactur-
er’s list price.
Proponents estimate the tax

increaseswill generate $175mil-
lion a year despite an anticipat-
ed dip in tobacco consumption.
Cigarette sales commonly de-

cline 8 to 15 percent after a sig-
nificant state tax increase.
InColorado, the new tax reve-

nue will be devoted to commu-
nity health clinics, health care
for children and pregnantwom-
en, smoking cessation pro-
grams and research and treat-
ment of diseases associated
with tobacco use.
Dr. JeffreyCain, a leading pro-

ponent, predicts the tax in-
crease will providemuch-need-
ed “health care for the under-
served” and improve the over-
all health of Colorado by reduc-
ing cigarette smoking, especial-
ly among children.
“Tobacco is the No. 1 cause of

preventable death in Colo-
rado,” he said.
Meanwhile, some smokers

who don’t plan to quit are buy-
ing armloads of cigarettes.
The sales jump “has been con-

siderable,” saidGreg Jones, gen-
eral manager for Creager Mer-
cantile, awholesale tobacco sup-
plier to about 7,500 stores. “I

think a lot of people are buying
a three or four weeks’ supply.”
Jones said some Sam’s Club

andCostco outlets reported sell-
ing out of popular brands such
as Marlboro.
At the Smoker Friendly shop,

the tax increase is likely to push
premium brands to about $40 a
carton and others to about $30.
Many customers are fuming.

Some are switching to cans of
tobacco and rolling papers,
which cost about half as much
as regular cigarettes. Others say
it might help them break the
habit.
“I’m actually thinking about

quitting, but I do that quite of-
ten,” saidDavid Johnson, aDen-
ver man buying just one pack.
“Maybe this will do it.”
RonandSallyMoorheadof La-

Salle stopped at the shop for
one carton and plan to buy
more before the price jumps.
They figure the tax increase

will cost them at least $400 a

year.
“I think it’s singling out a seg-

ment of the population for taxa-
tion without representation,”
Ron Moorhead said, “which
goes against the Constitution.”
Sally Moorhead suggested

the state offer free nicotine pre-
scriptions to smokers along
with its 320 percent tax in-
crease.
“If they’re going to raise our

taxes, I think they should help
us out medically,” she said.
Alison Long, the state tobac-

co program’s director of cessa-
tion, said public health officials
are considering that but must
await legislative direction.
“One of the things that is high-

est on our list,” she said, “is dis-
tributing nicotine products
through the (Colorado) Quit-
line.”

Staff writer David Olinger can
be reached at 303-820-1498 or
dolinger@denverpost.com.
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ACCIDENT: Two were
“leaders in every way”

States with 2003 tax
hikes

(chronological order)

Tax
increase
per pack

2003
effective

date

Time
period
studied

% volume
change

compared with
previous year

District of Columbia 36¢ Jan. 1 12 months -24.10%

Connecticut 40¢ Mar. 15 9 months -7.80%

South Dakota 20¢ Mar. 18 12 months -4.10%

Montana 52¢ May 1 10 months -10.30%

West Virginia 38¢ May 1 9 months -13.01%

Arkansas 25¢ June 1 8 months -18.32%

Idaho 29¢ June 1 9 months -4.50%

Georgia 25¢ July 1 7 months -15.30%

New Jersey 55¢ July 1 8 months -12.31%

New Mexico 70¢ July 1 6 months -33.50%

Nevada 45¢ July 1 7 months -8.60%

Rhode Island 39¢ July 1 7 months -8.00%

Vermont 26¢ July 1 6 months -15.50%

Wyoming 48¢ July 1 6 months -73.00%

Delaware 31¢ Aug. 1 5 months -12.53%

Notes: Based on data from the respective state departments of revenue.

Source: National Association of Tobacco Outlets The Denver Post

State tobacco tax hikes lead to fewer sales
Other states that recently boosted their taxes for cigarettes have
experienced a decrease in sales volume.

By JeremyMeyer
Denver Post Staff Writer

In a half-lit room with walls fes-
tooned with spray-painted images,
pain transforms weekly into poetry.
Murder, death and heartbreak are

themes, shouted and rhymed, in poet-
ry sessions at The Spot, a downtown
Denver gathering place for troubled
youths.
Some therapists have found today’s

youth culture is drawn to poetry and
spoken-word performance and are us-
ing it to delve into their psyches.
Weekly sessions at The Spot fill with

20 or more young adults who perform
their works before enthusiastic sup-
porters.
Everything goes, said Catherine

O’Neill Thorn, who leads the sessions.
There’s no censorship. Only respect.
At a recent session, a woman read

about her murdered sister. A boy
wrote about his friendwhowas shot to
deathwhile crossing the street. Anoth-
er woman read about her 3-year-old
daughter who died from a sudden ill-
ness.
Poetry therapy gets people to voice

their experiences in an artistic way,
providing a healthy release, said
Thorn, director of Art From Ashes
Inc., the nonprofit group that conducts
the weekly sessions at The Spot with a
grant from the Colorado Council on
the Arts.
Thorn, 46, has worked with troubled

youths formore than a decade in a vari-
ety of venues, including residential
treatment.
“Anything you keep repressed is dan-

gerous,” she said. “I help them release
their anxiety and their fears.”
“Poetry is in many ways a universal

language,” saidKathleenAdams, aDen-
ver therapist and past president of the
National Association of Poetry Thera-
py. “It speaks the language of rhythms,
metaphor and sound. …
“Poetry can reveal and conceal at the

same time. That way, people who have
been deeply troubled and impacted
can speak about their experienceswith-

out directly and painfully confronting
them.”
Poetry therapists are registered

through theNational Federationof Bib-
lio/Poetry Therapy, which creates and

maintains the standards.
Registered poetry therapists must

havemaster’s degrees in a clinical field
and complete 975 hours of training.
Cherie Barefield, 25, goes by the poet

name “Nubia.” Most of her poems deal
with her sister, Golden Barefield, who
was stabbed to death a year ago.
“I share my diary,” Barefield said. “I

put it all out. The light and the dark.
For me to embrace that, that is how I
get through it.”
Thorn tells a story of a 13-year-old

sex offender at a treatment facility
who would attend the poetry sessions
but never participate.
One day, he approached Thorn with

this poem:
“I sit in the corner. Not knowing

what to do. Not wanting to talk. But
people want me to. Wanting to cry.
Not able to. Not knowing why. God I
want to cry.”
In a recent session at The Spot, writ-

ers stepped up to a microphone amid
loud cheers.
“What Iwould say to you is breathe,”

wrote one boy in a poem about his
friend who was shot. “If only you’d
have turned to your left. What I would
say to you is duck, and maybe he
would have missed.”

Staff writer Jeremy Meyer can be
reached at 303-751-2621 or
jpmeyer@denverpost.com.

DENVER & THE WEST

New Year’s
closings

Mail delivery: None on New
Year's Day.

Banks: Some close early to-
day; call individual location.

Parking meters in Denver:
Free today and Saturday.

Trash service: In Denver, on
regular schedule. All suburban
trash pickup is by private con-
tractor. Please contact individu-
al provider.

RTD buses and light rail: All
RTD service is free from 7 p.m.
today until 6 a.m. Saturday, in-
cluding Access-a-Ride and Sky-
Ride. On New Year's Day, buses
and light rail will run on a Sun-
day/holiday schedule. For infor-
mation, call 303-299-6000 or
visit www.rtd-denver.com.

national wildlife community,”
said Wyoming Game and Fish
director Terry Cleveland.
Williams, 53, was the first to

identifyCWDasamember of a
family of fatal brain ailments
that includes mad cow disease,
sheep scrapie, andCreutzfeldt-
Jacob disease in people.
A professor in the Universi-

ty of Wyoming’s Veterinary
Sciences Department, Will-
iams authored 85 peer-re-
viewed papers on wildlife dis-
eases and is credited with
manymajor advances in CWD
research.
“She pursued the truth and

that’s all she cared about,”
said Terry Kreeger, chief of
WyomingGameandFish’s vet-
erinary services branch.
“Beth was world-renowned

as a wildlife pathologist,” said
Colorado Division of Wildlife
veterinarianMike Miller, who
was a co-author of several pa-
pers with Williams.
Thorne, 65,was acting direc-

tor of Wyoming Game and
Fish when he retired in 2003,
but was quickly rehired as a
disease consultant. A 35-year
agency veteran, Thorne was a
leading authority on brucello-
sis in wildlife around Yellow-
stone National Park.
Hebeganhis career as awild-

life disease researcher before
most people realized there

was anything worth studying.
“He charted the way for

wildlife veterinary medicine
across the country,” Cleve-
land said. “He truly was a gi-
ant in his field.”
Thorne’smost important leg-

acy may be the development
of captive breeding techniques
to save endangered species.
Distemper had nearly wiped

out the black-footed ferret
when a team of biologists led
by Thorne captured some of
the last smallweasels known in
the wild in a controversial bid
to save them from extinction.
“When the decision was

made to trap the remaining fer-
rets, therewas a lot of angst be-
cause of rarity of the animal,”
Kreeger said. “Ifwe lost the an-
imals, what would the world
think?”
The program initially tee-

tered on the brink of failure.
Now, captive-bred ferrets
have been released back into
the wild in Colorado and four
other Western states. The
technique has also been used
to save the California condor,
the Mexican wolf and several
other species.
“It became the quintessen-

tial example of how captive
breeding can save endangered
species,” Cleveland said.

Staff writer Theo Stein can be
reached at 303-820-1657 or
tstein@denverpost.com.
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water supplies from melting
snow, making winter snow-
pack levels crucial tomunici-
palities, agriculture and tour-
ism.
At Berthoud Pass, where

the first winter snow survey
of the year was conducted
Thursday, Gillespie and his
teammeasured significant in-
creases in snow levels at the
top of the 11,315-foot-high
mountain pass.
Punching an open-ended

aluminum tube into the
snow, Gillespie and fellow
snow researcher Chris
Pacheco determined that the
snowpack there was 98 per-
cent of average and 36 per-
cent more than last year.
“It’s a good start, but it

could be better,” Pacheco
said.
Until the most recent win-

ter storm, statewide snow-
pack levels had all but
flat-lined. And in quite a few
river basins, levels of snow
still measure significantly
less compared with last year
at this time.
For example, the Yampa

and White River basins are
measuring about 79 percent
of where they were this time
last year, and 88 percent of
average.
And snow researchers em-

phasized that it is incredibly
early in the winter season to
make predictions about
whether the drought will
ease its grip on Colorado.
“As far as accuracy, our

forecasts are more accurate
around the first of April,”
Gillespie said, “because we
have more known snow-
pack.”
Thwarting accurate fore-

casting is a particularly
schizophrenic El Niño,
which is dictating Colorado
weather: El Niño years typi-
cally bring the state a wet
fall, dryness in the middle of
winter and a wet spring.
Climate forecasters are

predicting snowpack levels
will be closer to normal by
the time the seasonwraps up
in the spring.

Kim McGuire can be reached
at 303-820-1240 or
kmcguire@denverpost.com
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SNOWPACK:
Berthoud Pass
samples show
major increase

Kathryn Scott Osler The Denver Post

Sally Moorhead of LaSalle buys a carton of cigarettes Thursday from cashier Annette Reed at

a Smoker Friendly store in Aurora. Because the state’s tobacco taxes are about to jump, “I

think they should help us (smokers) out medically,” she said.

“I think it’s singling out a segment of the population
for taxation without representation.”

Ron Moorhead

Brian Brainerd The Denver Post

Cherie Barefield performs her poetry under the name “Nubia” at The Spot

in Denver. Most of her poems deal with her sister, Golden Barefield, who

was stabbed to death a year ago.
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