
always, furthers our mission. I would ask that your gift 
be so joyfully and freely given, that AfA’s wonderful 
staff can focus not only on their (significant amount 
of) work but for a time, also on some of mine. Please 
support them as much as you are able.

While I may not be able to respond to messages 
directly, know that I appreciate and would ask for your 
prayers and good thoughts.

I hope to see you soon!
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O ver the years, I have worked diligently and 
passionately to create an agency that can stand 
strong in the community—always with a view to  

sustainability. Starting with volunteers and gradually add-
ing a small part-time staff, we set the intention to hire and 
train a dedicated staff willing to work alongside me and 
even beyond me. After 15 years, I am honored to have 
that team in place. In addition, our board of directors 
has proven their dedication on a purely volunteer basis, 
donating money and working well beyond their monthly 
commitment to ensure we continue to serve the youth we 
love and support the communities in which we live.

I know that my journey toward health and wholeness 
is strengthened because of these good people—and 
because of you. 

None of this could have been possible without the 
involvement of the wider community of volunteers, 
supporters, and creative geniuses. We measure that 
success in the number of youth served—their trans-
formation undeniable as they discover the power of 
their creativity. It also is measured in our many awards 
and national recognition. Ultimately, the success of the 
work we do is no longer dependent on my full-time 
presence, which is why I know Art from Ashes will con-
tinue to thrive over the next four to six months. 

Although I will still be available during my time of 
healing, the dream has been realized in that the com-
munity supports the agency that supports the commu-
nity. That is every founder’s dream.

Please know that your generosity this giving season, as 
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